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Dear Friends,

The phone call informing me of
a new appointment came on
April 28, and ever since that
o time we have been preparing
for our move away from Kona. The simplest way to
talk about this transition is to say that our
assighnment at the Kona UMC is complete. Again,
we are reminded that United Methodist pastors
are appointed one year at a time.

It is no secret that the last two years have provided
our church with numerous challenges. The mission
and vision of this church were not focused, and
there were no strategies in place to reach
previously adopted goals. Working with two
language congregations required extra effort, but
we have moved forward with faith and hope. It
took some time to establish clear lines of
communication, but in recent months our efforts
have met with some progress. In spite of these
difficulties, and maybe because of them, | am
proud of the work we have done together in Kona.

Here are some of the good things we have done
together in the past two years:

e We defined our mission: “To be a strong
United Methodist presence in Kona,” and
identified our vision: “Growing disciples
through worship, outreach and living the
gospel;

e A Vision of Unity was developed, revised
and accepted by both the English and the
Tongan language congregations, and
adopted by the 2008 Charge Conference;

e With Bill Jaeger’s expertise, we drafted and
adopted a three-part budget, giving each

language congregation control over their in-
come and expenditures while maintaining
an operating budget for the facility;

e Compiled a complete set of Charge
Conference records (1990-2008), and
audited church membership records for
more accurate reporting;

e Conducted two successful stewardship
campaigns, meeting a goal set in 2007,

e Improved communications in the English
congregation with regular monthly news-
letters since September 2007;

e Developed a relationship with the business
community through non-profit membership
in the Kona-Kohala Chamber of Commerce,
through which Gloria Tapa’atoutai was
honored with their Pualu Award for
community education;

e Began a major parsonage renovation
project, preparing this church-owned home
for use by the Senior Pastor;

e Developed a more visible church presence
in Kona with participation in three com-
munity parades, another goal set in 2007.

| thank you for the privilege of serving as your
pastor. You have been gracious with your
attention to my sermons, and patient with me
while hard decisions were ironed out. While some
of the challenges have resulted in divisions, you
have respected the pastoral office and the work |
have done. May you know God’s blessings and
guidance as you move into the future as a strong,
loving community of faith.

In Christian Love,

George
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Preacher

Preacher

WORSHIP IN JUNE
8:30 a.m. — English Language Service

June 7 — Trinity Sunday

The Sacrament of Holy Communion
Sermon: “Holy, Holy, Holy”
Scripture: Isaiah 6:1-8

June 14 - 2™ Sunday after Pentecost
Sermon: “Planted Seeds”
Scripture: Mark 4:26-34

June 21 - 3™ Sunday after Pentecost
Guest Preacher

Sermon: To be announced
Scripture: To be announced

June 28 — 4™ Sunday after Pentecost
Guest Preacher

Sermon: To be announced
Scripture: To be announced

SERVANT LEADERS FOR JUNE
(Always subject to change; please check bulletin board)

ALTAR SET-UP LITURGIST A.M. MANAGEMENT REFRESHMENTS FLOWERS

June 7 (White) Vake Walton Peta & Navy Mareko Peta & Navy

Kathleen Tapa’atoutai Mareko

Jaeger
June 14 (Green) John Heath Triplett / Dunlap
Connie Zaun

June 21 (Green) Janet McHugh McHugh Minnie Brady

Sue Pyun
June 28 (Green) Pat Aldred Uemura / Chung

Pat Aldred
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PARSONAGE RENOVATION PROJECT

The work at the parsonage continues with a wide variety of projects:
painting all rooms, cleaning and sealing window louvers, sanding and
staining window sills, cleaning kitchen walls, staining and varnishing
doors, installing closet fixtures, removing handrails for cleaning and
painting, installing new countertop, repairing and re-screening
windows, purchasing and installing light fixtures and the kitchen sink,
and clearing or trimming overgrown plants and shrubs.

The church is indebted to John Heath for his oversight and management of this project. Faithfully, John has
kept track of the work done and the army of people who have done the work as volunteers. We are also
thankful for the monetary donations that have been received from members of the congregation, and for the
financial supervision provided by Bill Jaeger.

We are grateful for the labors of many people. John reports the following names of those who have helped:

John & Hai-Ping Heath Kathleen Jaeger Susan Dunlap
Tony & Pat Aldred Jim Monk Malakai Tatafu (and his cousin)
Jim & Sharon Skibby Diane llstrup Apologies to anyone weQe missed
. MJ“;W:‘J_IPQF 5 CHURCH EVENTS FOR JUNE 2009
1 23 456 June 6 Facility in use (10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.)
78 910111213 June 7 Combined English/Tongan Communion
;‘: ;g ;: ;: ;: 123 :g June 13 Facility in use (8:00-11:00 a.m.)
28 29 30 Farewell for the Crisps (at the Heath’s)
June 14 Rev. Crisp’s final Sunday at Kona UMC
June 14 Administrative Meetings and Church Council, 6:00 p.m.
June 17-20  Annual Conference (University of Redlands)
June 18 Women’s Book Club, 5:30 p.m.

OTHER NON-CHURCH EVENTS FOR JUNE 2009
Mondays Watercolor West Art Class, 9:00 a.m. — Noon
Hula Halau, 6:00-7:30 p.m.
Tuesdays Bridge Club, 12:30-4:00 p.m.
Thursdays Line Dancing Class, 6:00-8:00 p.m.

KEIKI SUNDAY SCHOOL IN JUNE?

Our thanks to the Cris Scoufos for leading our Sunday School in May with her helper /(
Alexis Scoufos. NOTE: THERE WILL BE NO SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS DURING THE MONTHS %
OF JUNE OR JULY. When the school year is about to start, Cris Scoufos (322-9890) will begin SUNDAY SCHOO
to recruit Sunday School teachers for the remainder of the year. Please be welcoming to all
children who visit during the summer, and tolerant of their needs as we worship. Keiki activity pages (puzzles,
coloring pages, etc.) will be made available for visiting children. Remember the words of Jesus: “Let the little
children come to me . . . for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs” (Mark 10:14).
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CHURCH COUNCIL ACTIONS Chgmh .
At the May 10 meeting of the Church Council, the following items were on the agenda:
\"--.‘_ =

1.

Financial Reports: Diane presented the April 2009 and the Parsonage Renovation

financial reports (provided by Bill Jaeger). It was noted that we need about $6,000 more to complete the
parsonage project. A motion was adopted to receive up to $10,000 from the Tongan congregation, to be
prepaid at the CD note rate. There was no financial report from the Tongan congregation;

Parsonage Renovation: Three bedrooms and the dining room have been painted and shelving bought.
There is a lot to do before the carpeting is installed: countertops to be delivered, new doors hung; we
need to buy appliances, a range hood, and a garbage disposal. There is mold in the hall closet and master
bathroom that needs attention. A landscape crew will be put to work soon;

Committee Reports: The Staff-Parish Relations Committeehas selected Pat Aldred to be the new
chairperson; they reviewed the church’s and the Senior Pastor’s profile; and discussed the possibility of
moving the Associate Pastor to %-time, but finances have not been discussed with the Tongan
congregation before asking the Bishop and Cabinet to change this appointment status; the Community
Outreach Committeenoted that the Pennies for Peace project was successfully completed with $500
raised. There were no reports from the following committees: Trustees (Tavite Talasinga), Worship
(Brenda Overcast*), Communications (Doug Scoufos), Membership & Nurture (Kathleen Jaeger), or
Christian Education (Cris Scoufos); *Note: Brenda has since resigned this position

Two Issues were raised: A) Shall the Korean congregations’ contributions be placed in the Trustees fund
for use at the parsonage through the end of this calendar year? This motion was adopted. B) As a
“mission effort” to the community, shall we provide our facility for the “Artists with Issues” at no charge
(on the same basis that we did last year)? This motion was adopted;

Senior Pastor’s Report: Rev. Crisp noted several prayer requests (i.e., June’s son Jerry’s medical condition);
George stated that his concern about the number of non-functioning committees and non-attending
Church Council members (see #3, above); a Farewell Celebration is planned for Diane llstrup next Sunday,
May 17 at the Skibby’s home;

HUMU Update: Jim Monk briefly mentioned the financial issues facing the Hawaii District with the Hawaii
United Methodist Union (HUMU) endowment seriously diminishing; Jim also mentioned that the Hope
UMC on Oahu is closing in June.

TONGAN CONGREGATION NEWS

Regular Tongan Congregation Activities Additional Tongan Activities in June

3:00 p.m. Worship each Sunday June 7 Hilo Youth will visit worship
7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal, Tuesdays June 27 Class meeting fund-raising
7:00 p.m. Prayer Service, Wednesdays June 28 Kona sends Guest Speaker
7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal, Saturdays to Hilo UMC

Tongan Worship Leaders in June

Sunday (3:00 p.m.) Wednesday (7:00 p.m.)

June 7 Rev. Malakai Tatafu June 3 Siene Teaupa
June 14 Sione Ponaveitonongo June 10 Siale Vailea

June 21 Inoke Manuofetoa June 17 Winnie Hungalu
June 28 Guest Speaker from Hilo June 24 Loumaile Hungalu
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2009 FOOD BASKET UPDATE

Each month we continue to receive donations of dry food and canned goods for the Hawaii
@O Island Food Basket. Through May 2009, our contributions are as follows:

Cash Contributions Pounds of Food
January * 22
February 116.00 6
March 37.00 71
April * 49
May 125.00 20
Year-to-Date Total $278.00 168

*Individuals may have contributed; no cash donations by the church were receipted by the Food Basket

REMEMBER FOOD BASKET DONATIONS ¢ SUNDAY, JUNE 7
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This month, the 25" session of the California-Pacific Annual Conference
will be held at the University of Redlands in California. As a new quadrennium
begins, the Conference theme is: “The Cup Overflowing: Leadership.” Lay
Members attending from the Kona UMC will be Kathleen Jaeger (English) and AN{":};’E‘H g%Nngzl})ggl]CE
Semisi Talasinga (Tongan). Senior Pastor Rev. George Crisp (and Sue) plus J
Associate Pastor Rev. Malakai Tatafu (and Kaufo’ou) will also be attending. On OvesiTy of e
Saturday evening, June 20, Malakai will be commissioned as a Probationary repianps Catirornia
Elder of the Conference.

This year’s Bible Study leader will be The Reverend Dr. Randy Maddox, a leading Wesleyan scholar and
ordained Elder in the Dakotas Conference. Since 2005, Dr. Maddox has served as Professor of Theology and
Wesleyan Studies at Duke Divinity School. Please keep the Annual Conference, and our Kona UMC leaders, in
your prayers.

INVITATION

Our nesting Korean congregation has invited the English congregation members to join them
for a luncheon in honor of fathers on Father’s Day, June 21. The meal, featuring Korean
foods, will follow their 11:00 a.m. worship service and will begin at approximately 12:30 p.m.
% This is a wonderful cross-cultural opportunity for our church, and way we can begin to
fellowship with each other.

CONGRATULATIONS TO Michael Seli Mateaki, who graduates from Kealakehe High School on
Saturday, June 6. Family and friends will celebrate this milestone with a gathering at the Old Airport
Pavilion June 12 at 6:00 p.m. Michael plans to enter the United States Marines on July 27.
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A CREED FOR UNITED METHODISTS

We believe in God our source, who creates the universe and our earth,
and who continues to care for us.
We believe in our Lord Jesus Christ, who redeems creation and all people,
and who continues to live through us.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, who empowers renewal and ministry,
and who continues to live through us.
We believe that Scripture, Tradition, Experience and Reason (careful thinking)
form guidelines for a growing faith.
We believe in starting here, in loving ways and obedient service,
work worth finishing in heaven.

We believe that we are being saved by the grace of God.
-FromD2RQ& ! OGA2y > hdzNJ

REMEMBER FOOD BASKET DONATIONS ¢ SUNDAY, JUNE 7
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fBe strong in the Lord and in
his mighty power. o
i Ephesians 6:10



